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Regular Meeting, Wednesday, March 9, 2022, 7:00 p.m. Government Center, Verona, VA.

PRESENT: Gerald Garber, Chairman
Butch Wells, Vice-Chair
Pam Carter
Michael Shull
Scoft Seaton
Steve Morelli
Jeffrey Slaven
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator
Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator
John Wilkinson, Director of Community Development
James Benkahla, County Attorney
Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

VIRGINIA: At a regular meeting of the Augusta County Board of
Supervisors held on Wednesday, March 9, 2022, at
7:00 p.m., at the Government Center, Verona,
Virginia, and in the 246" year of the
Commonwealth....
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Chairman Garber welcomed those present for the meeting.
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Students from Stuarts Draft High School led the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. Shuil, Supervisor for the Riverheads District, delivered the invocation.
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AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH RESOLUTION
Mr. Wells moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board adopt the following resolution.

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH, 2022
A Proclamation

WHEREAS, In times of crisis, people from across Central Virginia come together to
take care of each other. This humanitarian spirit is part of our community and
exemplified by American Red Cross volunteers and donors.

WHEREAS, In 1881, Clara Barton founded the American Red Cross, turning her
dedication o helping others into a bold mission to prevent and alleviate people's
suffering. More than 140 years later, we honor the kindness and generosity of the Red
Cross volunteers here in Central Virginia, who continue to carry on Clara's legacy of
saving lives. They join millions of people across the United States who volunteer,
donate blood, make monetary donations, or learn vital life-preserving skills through the
Red Cross.
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March 9, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.

AMERICAN RED CROSS MONTH RESOLUTION (CONT’D)

WHEREAS, In Central Virginia the contributions of local Red Cross volunteers give
hope to the most vulnerable in their darkest hours, whether providing emergency
shelter, food and comfort to families devastated by local disasters such as home fires,
winter storms, flooding; donating essential blood for victims of accidents and burns,
cardiac surgery and organ transplant patients, and those being treated for leukemia,
cancer, or sickle cell anemia; supporting military service members.and veterans, along
with their families and caregivers, through the challenges of military life; helping to
save the lives of others with first aid, CPR, and other skills; or delivering international
humanitarian aid.

WHEREAS, Their work fo prevent and alleviate human suffering is vital to bolstering
the resilience of our community. We dedicate this Month of March to all those who
continue to drive the noble legacy of the founder of the American Red Cross, Clara
Rarton, who lived in her words: "You should never think about anything but need, and
how to meet it." We ask others to join this commitment to giving back in our
community.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED, The Augusta County Board of Supervisors
do hereby proclaim the month of March 2022 as Red Cross Month. We encourage all
citizens of Augusta County to get in touch and support their humanitarian mission.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | sign this 22 day of March, of the year two thousand and
twenty-two, and of Augusta County, Virginia.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
‘ And Seaton
Nays: None
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Motion carried.
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ORDINANCE AMENDMENT — LAND USE TAXATION

This being the day and time advertised to consider an amendment to Augusta County
Code Section 22-15 to remove open space real estate as a qualifying use for the
Augusta County land use assessment program.

John Wilkinson, Director of Community Development, stated that this would leave
three of the four classes of real estate, including real estate devoted to agriculture use,
real estate devoted to horticultural use, and real estate devoted to forest use. The
amendment would remove only open space qualification for land use.

Jean Shrewsbury, Commissioner of the Revenue, stated that currently in Augusta
County there are no parcels that are qualifying under the open space category. This
request would remove the fourth category and leave the three categories. In order to
qualify for the one of three categories, the owner would qualify with income producing
and production.

The Chairman declared the public hearing open.
There being no speakers the Chairman closed the public hearing.

Dr. Seaton moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board approve amendment as
presenied.
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March 9, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT — LAND USE TAXATION (CONT'D)
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelii
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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NATURAL CHIMNEYS FENCE PROJECT
The Board considered a funding request for a fencing project at Natural Chimneys.

Funding Source: North River P&R Infrastructure 8023-51 $23,333.00

Jennifer Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator, stated that the chain link fencing that is
installed around the Maintenance shop vard area at Natural Chimneys Park is showing
signs of age and environment. it is being proposed to have this fencing replaced with
new fencing and gates. There is approximately 485 feet of fencing along with several
gates, which include two double gates. The total estimate is $23,333.00, which would
replace the entire fence as well as one 20’ gate and one 10’ gate. If the Board feels that
this is a worthwhile investment, additional quotes will be required to meet procurement
guidelines, and the funds will need to be allocated from other sources. This
repairfreplacement is an unbudgeted expense not accounted for in the Maintenance
Operating accounts or depreciation schedules.

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Ms. Carter, that the Board approve the funding request
as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
And Seafon
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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SHENANDQOAH VALLEY JUVENILLE CENTER
The Board considered the Member Lease Agreement and Member Jurisdiction

Resolution.

Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Admlnlstrator stated that this agreement has been in
place since the Juvenile Center moved to Verona. When reviewing the agreement, it
was determined that there was an end date to the agreement. The terms have been
updated in the agreement and the agreement did not change otherwise. This agreement
will end on June 30, 2032. The agreement has been reviewed by the County Aftorney.

Mr. Wells moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board approve the agreement and
resolution as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING REQUEST
The Board considered a funding request for an additional open top container for Augusta
Springs. Far a cost of $600.00 for three months.

Funding Source: Pastures Infrastructure 8014-114

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that Ms. Carter has requested to add an open top container on two
additional Saturdays each month at the Augusta Springs Dumpsite property. Currently,
an open top container is in place on the 2" and 4" Saturday each month. This request
would add a container on the 1 and 3" Saturday of each month. The estimated cost is
$600.00 per month. Ms. Carter has requested costs come from Pastures Infrastructure
until July 1, 2022. Continuation of service will be considered in the FY23 budget.

.Ms. Carter moved, seconded by Dr. Seaton, that the Board approve the funding request
as presenied.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, [V]ore]li
And Seaton
Nays: None
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Motion carried.
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WAIVERS

Mr. Wilkinson stated that there is a request from Jeff Link, agent for JP Acres, LLC,
from Section 24-1.8 Water and Sewer Connections, from the requirement to connect
to the public sewer system in order to create a new lot. Public water is available to this
lot. The closest sewer line is located on River View Drive approximately two hundred
feet away, which would require an easement from one of three adjacent neighbors in
order to extend the public sewer line to their property. All three adjacent property
owners have refused to grant an easement in writing. The Augusta County Service
‘Authority acknowledges that sewer is not available to this property without an
easement and they have no objection to this waiver request,

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board approve the waiver request as
presented. .

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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CONSENT AGENDA
Mr. Wells moved, seconded by Dr. Seaton, that the Board approve the consent

agenda as follows:




48

March 9, 2022, at 7:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA (CONT'D)
MINUTES
Consider minutes from the following meetings:

« Regular Meeting, Wednesday, December 8, 2021
o Regular Meeting, Wednesday, January 12, 2022
« Staff Briefing, Monday, January 24, 2022

CLAIMS
Consider claims paid since February 1, 2022

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shuli, Slaven, Morelli
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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(END OF CONSENT AGENDA)
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC
Dave Zimmerman, 120 Lee Highway, Verona, urges the Board to provide pay raises
for the Sheriff's Department.

Jason Eubanks, 61A Woodlee Road, is proud to be a part of Verona Community
Association. The future of VCA is in jeopardy. Please consider asking whoever
purchases Verona Elementary School to allow VCA to continue o use the facility.

Brandie Pultz, 105 River View Drive, spoke on what youth in the County need. She
would like for the County to help as much as possible with keeping VCA going.

Nicole Ocheltree, 63 Valley View Drive, is the President of VCA and would like to be
able to continue using Verona Elementary School. She would like to see the County
step in and help out with some of the upkeep of the property.
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD
Dr. Seaton is concerned with the situation in Ukraine.

Mr. Shull showed pictures of an accident on [nterstate 81. Accidents like this are a
good example of why Interstate 81 needs to be widened.
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY STAFF
Mr. Fitzgerald discussed the following:

1) VACo Supervisors Forum is April 29" in Richmond.

2) Caroline Vanterve in Community Development will be leaving the County to work for
the Berkley.Group and Nick Grow in Economic Development will be leaving the County
to work for Virginia Ready Initiative.

3) Attended a retirement luncheon for Shannon Ingle. She is the first woman to work
in the field for fire and rescue. Ms. Ingle worked twenty years for Augusta County.

4) Three proposals have been received on the health of the two Zelcova trees that are
located in the front lawn of the Circuit Court facility. Two of the three companies have
recommended that the trees be removed and replant different species of tree that will
not become overgrown for the area. Issues that the two companies cited were the size
of the larger tree for the space that it is in and its rooting structure has many girdling
roots with a limited root space., This issue has been discussed with the City of
Staunton to determine if approvals to remove the trees are required. The planning
department indicated a Certificate of Appropriateness was not required to remove or
replant the trees. Williams Brothers Tree and Lawn Service provided a quote o do the
project completely with the ability to bring in topsoil to grade the area and put down
seed and straw. The other companies did not provide this service. If the Board
chooses to move forward, it is recommended to contract with Williams Brothers Tree
and Lawn Service at a cost of $5,750.00.

Mr. Shull moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board approve awarding contract to
Williams Brothers Tree and Lawn Service in the amount of $5,750.00.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried. .
5} Reminder of a public hearing on March 23, 2022 on School Bonds.

6) Mr. Wells géve an update of courthouse.
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CLOSED SESSION
On motion of Mr. Wells, seconded by Dr. Seaton, the Board went into closed session

pursuant to:

(1) the personnel exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(2) (1)
[discussion, consideration or interviews of (a) prospective candidates
for employment, or (k) assignment, appointment, promotion, performance,
demotion, salaries, disciplining or resignation of specific employees]:

a) Boards and Commissions: Youth Commission, Ag & Forestal bDist.,Aqg
Ind. 'Brd, Recycling, Library, Broadband Committee,

(2) the real property exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(3) (3}
[discussion of the acquisition for a public purpose, or disposition, of
real propertyl:

a) Verona FElementary School

{3) the legal counsel exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2 3711(A)(75

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members
consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such

or
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CLOSED SESSION (CONT'D)

consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the

negotiating or litigating posture of ‘the public body. For the purposes of

this subdivision, "probable litigation" means litigation that has been

. specifically threatened or op which the public bedy or its legal counsel

has a reasonable basis to believe will be commenced by or against a known

party. Wothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure

of a meeting merely because an attorney representing the public body is in
attendance or is consulted on a matter.

a) Hershey Chocolate of Virginia, Inc. v. Augusta County

t

(4) the legal counsel exemption under Virginia Code § 2.23711(a) (8)
Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body
regarding specific legal matters reguiring the provision of legal advice

by such counsel. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit
the closure of a meeting merely because an attorney reprasenting the
public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter.

a) Hershey Chocolate of Virginia, Inc. v. Augusta County

On motion of Mr. Shull, seconded by Ms. Carter, the Board came out of Closed Session.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
: And Seaion
Nays: None

Motion carried.

***********‘****

The Chairman advised that each member is required to certify that to the best of
their knowledge during the closed session only the following was discussed:

1. Public business matters lawfully exempted from statutory open meeting
requirements, and

2. Only such public business matters identified in the motion to convene
the executive session.

The Chairman asked if there is any Board member who cannot so certify.

Hearing none, the Chairman called upon the County Administrator/ Clerk of the Board to
call the roll noting members of the Board who approve the cettification shall answer AYE
and those who cannot shall answer NAY.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

The Chairman authorized the County Administrator/Clerk of the Board to record this
certification in the minutes.
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ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business to come before the Board, Dr. Seaton moved,
seconded by Mr. Slaven that the Board adjourn subject to call of the Chairman.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Garber, Wells, Carter, Shull, Slaven, Morelli
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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