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Regular Meeting, Wednesday, April 10, 2024, 7:00 p.m., Govemment Center, Verona, VA.

PRESENT: Pam Carter, Vice-Chair
Michael Shull
Butch Wells
Gerald Garber
Carolyn Bragg
Scott Seaton
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator
Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator
Doug Wolfe, Director of Community Development
Julia Hensley, Planner Il
James Benkahla, County Attomey
Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

ABSENT:  Jefirey Slaven, Chairman

VIRGINIA: At an adjourned meeting of the Augusta County Board
of Supervisors held on Wednesday, April 10, 2024, at
7:00 p.m., at the Government Center, Verona, Virginia,
and in the 248™ year of the Commonwealih....
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Vice-Chair Carter welcomed those present at the meeting.
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Pam Carter, Pastures District, led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mike Lawson, Senior Pastor of Rejoicing Life and also a member of the Augusta County

School Board, delivered the invocation.

x & k k & Kk Kk & % * * Kk * & *

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK PROCLAMATION
Dr. Seaton moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board adopt the following
proclamation:

National Library Week 2024
Proclamation
WHEREAS, libraries provide the opportunity for everyone to pursue their passions and
engage in lifelong learning, allowing them to Ilive their best life;
WHEREAS, libraries strive to be trusted and welcoming institutions for all members of
the community regardless of race, ethnicity, creed, ability, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or socio-economic status;
WHEREAS, libraries strive to develop and maintain programs and collections that are
as diverse as the populations they serve and ensure equity of access for all;
WHEREAS, libraries adapt to the ever-changing needs of their communities, continually
expanding their collections, services, and partnerships;
WHEREAS, libraries play a critical role in the economic vitality of communities by
providing internet and technology access, literacy skills, and support for job seekers,
small businesses, and entrepreneurs;
WHEREAS, libraries are accessible and inclusive places that promote a sense of local
connection, advancing understanding, civic engagement, and shared community goals;
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April 10, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK PROCLAMATION (CONT'D)

WHEREAS, libraries are cornerstones of democracy, promoting the free exchange of
information and ideas for all;

WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, and library workers are joining library supporters and
advocates across the nation to celebrate National Library Week;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that |, Jeffrey Slaven, Chairman of the Augusta
County Board of Supervisors, proclaim National Library Week, April 7-13. During this
week, | encourage all residents to visit their library to explore the wealth of resources
available.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Carter, Shull, Garber, Wells, Bragg
and Seaton
Nays: None
Absent: Slaven
Motion carried.

Jennifer Brown, Director of Augusta County Library, thanked the Board for their support
of the libraries.
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ORDINANCE AMENDMENT-CHAPTER 22-TAX RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY AND
DISABLED

This being the day and time advertised to consider an ordinance amendment to
Chapter 22, Section 12.

Jennifer Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator, stated that this is an ordinance
amendment of the County Code Chapter 22 related to tax relief for the elderly and
disabled. The Board received a presentation from the Commissioner of the Revenue at
the last meeting regarding this benefit to the elderly in the community and as it relates
to their taxes. There are three updates to the definitions to make them in in line with
state code. As discussed with the Board at that presentation, there will be a change to
the dollar amount for the total combined income during the preceding calendar year
from $40,000.00 to $55,000.00. Also, the net combined financial worth would go from
$100,000.00 to $125,000.00. Finally, the person claiming an exemption shall filE
annually after January 1%, but not later than April 1%t The Commissioner’s office has
been taking applications all along and working through those. In the event of the
general reassessment, the deadline would extend to April 19", which applies to this
year.

The Vice-Chair opened the public hearing.
There being no speakers, the Vice-Chair closed the public hearing.

Mr. Garber moved, seconded by Mr. Shull, that the Board approve the ordinance
amendment as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Carter, Shull, Garber, Wells, Bragg
and Seaton
Nays: None
Absent: Slaven
Motion carried.
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April 10, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

FIRE/RESCUE STRATEGIC PLAN
Joe Pozzo, Senior Manger for Fire and EMS with the Center for Public Safety
Management, LLC, presented the Board with the Fire and EMS Strategic Plan.
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WAIVER
The Board considered a request for a waiver in accordance with Section 21-1.8 water
and sewer connections.

Doug Wolfe, Director of Community Development, stated that Clint Shilling of Beverley
T. Shilling Trust, is requesting a waiver in accordance with Section 21-1.8 Water and
Sewer Connections, to not be required to connect to the public sewer in order to create
a new lot located in the Urban Service Area. The new lot would be a division of TM66
Parcel 52, located at the corner of Ramsey Road and Jericho Road in the Beverley
Manor District. Dwellings on new lots in minor subdivisions located within the Urban
Service Area are required by Chapter 21 to connect to public water and sewer if
available from the Augusta County Service Authority. The closest sewer (1,500 feet
away) is inaccessible due to inability to obtain easements from the adjoining landowner.
The applicant has provided an estimate of $62,000.00 from a local contractor to
connect to the next closest sewer, which would require the installation of a pump station
and force main. The Augusta County Service Authority acknowledges this connection
would be difficult and has no objection to this waiver request.

Mr. Wells moved, seconded by Dr. Seaton, that the Board approve the waiver request
as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Carter, Shull, Garber, Wells, Bragg
and Seaton
Nays: None
Absent: Slaven
Motion carried.

* % % Kk K* Kk K * Kk * %k * * Kk *

CONSENT AGENDA

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that there was one change on the minutes from February 14,
2024 on page 30 in regards to Matters from the Board. It was originally in your
minutes that Mr. Shull moved and Ms. Bragg seconded to appoint Ms. Bragg to the
SAW-MPQ. The motion should read that Mr. Shull moved and seconded by Ms.
Carter that the Board appoint Carolyn Bragg to the MPO.

Mr. Shull moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board approve the Consent Agenda
with the change as follows:

MINUTES:
Consider minutes from the following meetings:
¢ Regular Meeting, Wednesday, February 14, 2024
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April 10, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA (CONT'D)
CLAIMS:
Claims paid since March 1, 2024. ’
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Carter, Shull, Garber, Wells, Bragg
and Seaton
Nays: None

Absent: Slaven
Motion carried.
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(END OF CONSENT AGENDA)
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC
Dave Zimmerman, Verona, 120 Lee Hwy, Verona, is concemed that the Fire/Rescue
volunteers will be left out when it comes to the strategic plan.

Carson Holloway, 929 Patterson Mill Road, Grottoes, voiced concems with the
Fire/Rescue Strategic Plan and hopes the Board will do something with it.

Shea Lyda, 403 Winthrop Street, Staunton, is a volunteer at the Shenandoah Valley
Animal Services Center. She is concemed about the shelter with staffing shortages,
budget shortfalls and an aging insufficient facility. Ms. Lyda gave percentage facts
regarding the animals at the shelter.
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY STAFF
Mr. Fitzgerald discussed the following:

1) Parks and Recreation staff have moved into their new space in the Government
Center.

2) Demo and renovation have started in the new County Attorney and Human
Resources space where Parks & Recreation vacated from. This should take six to
eight weeks and then will move on to the ECC space for renovation.

3) The new courthouse construction has begun.

4) Next week is Emergency Telecommunications Week and Animal Control Officers
Week.
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD

Dr. Seaton would like the Board to consider adding the cancer screenings for
Fire/Rescue into the FY2025 budget. The funding could possible be taken from
each district’s infrastructure.

Mr. Garber mentioned that Saturday evening there will be an 85" Anniversary
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April 10, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

MATTERS_ TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD (CONT’D)
celebration honoring three ruritan clubs in Augusta County; Weyers Cave, Mount Sidney
and New Hope.

Ms. Bragg reminded everyone of the Spring Clean-Up beglnnlng on April 20". She
congratulated Wilson Volunteer Fire Department on their 30" Anniversary.

Mr. Shull reminded everyone of the Market Animal Show coming up.
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ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Shull, seconded by Dr. Seaton, moved that the Board adjourn the meeting.
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Carter, Shull, Garber, Wells, Bragg
and Seaton
Nays: None

Absent: Slaven
Motion carried.

County Admlnlstrator

h:4- 10m|n 24



